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SCHOOLS — ELECTRONIC SPEED ZONE SIGNS — FUNDING 

228. Mr R.R. WHITBY to the Treasurer: 

I refer to funding for flashing speed signs outside schools. Was there a funding shortfall for those speed signs; and, 
if so, how did that occur? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 

I thank the member for the Baldivis for the question. 

I was not aware that there may have been some funding problems with the flashing speed signs outside schools or 
the maintenance thereof until I asked Treasury for some advice. Also, the Minister for Road Safety expressed some 
interest in the fact that, quite unusually, very late in the term of the former government, just before the caretaker 
period, an interesting arrangement was entered into between the Road Safety Commission and Western Force. 
I was surprised at the time because it was a significant sponsorship package and I was unsure of the road safety 
implications, because sponsoring a tier 1 sporting code is probably outside the core activities of the Road Safety 
Commission. Members cannot imagine my surprise when Treasury came back with its report, which I forwarded 
to the good Minister for Road Safety. I want to read in a couple of points from that report. It states — 

Treasury was not aware that the RSC was considering the Partnership prior to the former Minister’s — 
That is the member for Scarborough — 

announcement, and was not consulted (either formally or informally) in the development or assessment 
of any supporting documentation. It was not raised during the 2016–17 Mid-year Review or put before 
the former Government’s final two Cabinet meetings in December 2016 and January 2017. 
Furthermore, at no stage has Treasury provided advice indicating that it would be supportive or that it 
would be appropriate for additional campaigns, including the Partnership, to be funded through the use 
of the Road Trauma Trust Account … project underspends. 

One of the interesting things that the Treasury report to me highlighted was this fact, and I quote again — 
Main Roads WA has confirmed that savings have been achieved in the Electronic School Zone Project. 
However, it has also highlighted that there is urgent maintenance required on a number of the 
Electronic School Zone signs and it is likely to seek RTTA funding in 2017–18 to ensure they remain in 
proper working order. 

Of course, the former government, unbeknownst to Treasury, in the dying days of the former government made 
the decision, somehow, to take $1.5 million and give that to the Western Force. The business case upon which that 
was based, interestingly enough at exactly the same time as the ministerial advice to proceed with it, was presented 
to the RSC. This is what Treasury had to say about that business case. It states — 

Treasury has reviewed the Partnership Proposal and business case and offers the following comments: — 
There are a range of comments, but I will highlight a couple — 

• As with previous campaign proposals submitted by the RSC, the business case does not propose 
impacts on road safety to be realised through the Partnership. 

• The claimed 178% rate of return on the $1.5 million investment is not substantiated with adequate 
supporting evidence or sufficient detail of the value of the individual components. 

Further, it states — 
• It is concerning that the business case does not contrast the proposed use of RTTA resources for the 

Partnership with other road safety strategies, such as road infrastructure improvements, enforcement 
activity or traditional education campaigns. 

Finally, it states — 
… Treasury would not have recommended this reallocation of RTTA expenditure based on the proposal 
presented. 

I make the point that without any form of cabinet endorsement, without any role of Treasury and without any 
credible explanation of exactly how $1.5 million from the RTTA was going to influence road safety, the former 
government somehow concocted a case upon which it threw $1.5 million — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Sorry? 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 28 June 2017] 

 p1944f-1945a 
Mr Reece Whitby; Mr Ben Wyatt; Dr Mike Nahan 

 [2] 

Several members interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I thought something was said from the other side. It threw $1.5 million to the Western Force. 

Tabling of Paper 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: Could the Treasurer table the document he has been reading from? 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Is the Leader of the Opposition sure? 
Dr M.D. Nahan: I am very sure. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I want to ensure that the Leader of the Opposition is sure. 
The SPEAKER: Member! 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Mr Speaker, I would be delighted to table the document. Just give me one more moment until 
I finish the words I have to say. Actually, take it now. 
[See paper 384.] 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr B.S. WYATT: We remember the former government’s actions in a range of areas. We have heard the Premier 
talk about the Lotterywest slush fund used by the former government and we remember the Vasse by-election, do 
we not, member for Vasse? Similarly, with the road trauma trust account, there was no interest in road safety 
outcomes; it was just simply to get its name up in lights. 
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